What Happens During Notification Server 5.5 Installation
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During Notification Server installation, the installation:

• Installs DLLs in the Operating System directory and places files in the Notification Server directory.

• Creates the AeXNS Web files (these files are used to create a Web interface in the Notification Server), which are found in Computer Management in Services and Applications > Internet Information Services > Default Web Site > AeXNS.

• Creates packages in Component Services (most of the Notification Server execution is executed under this COM+ package) in Computers > My Computer > COM+ Applications > AeXNS > Components. For more information see “Component Services” on page 41.

• Displays the Setup Wizard page. This page lets you set up your User Identity settings, give your e-mail account details, and set up your Notification Server database.

Setting up your User Identity settings is equivalent to going into Component Services in Computers > My Computer > COM+ Applications, then right-clicking on AeXNS, selecting Properties, clicking the Identity tab, clicking This user, and entering the User and Password information. From then on, all of the components under AeXNS will be run under the identity you set up.

• Creates the Notification Server database and the Alert Manager database. See “Database Settings” on page 67.

• Installs the Configuration Solution. See “Altiris eXpress Configuration Solution” on page 94.

• Installs the NS Client on the Notification Server computer.

Setting the Notification Server Security Context

See “Application Identity” on page 66 for information on how to change the user identity setting.

Note Setting the Security Context must be done for Notification Server to work properly if the

Notification Server is logged out.

Note Each time you upgrade Notification Server, you need to redefine the security in order for

Notification Server to work properly.

Permissions

The following are the minimum permissions that are needed for running Notification Server.

• For the install path\Altiris\eXpress\Notification Server path, set Admin to Full.

• For the install path\Altiris\eXpress\Notification Server path, set Everyone to Read.

• The IUSR_%computername% user needs full control of the following file queues:

• install path\Altiris\eXpress\Notification Server\NSCap\EvtInbox

• install path\Altiris\eXpress\Notification Server\NSCap\EvtQFast

• install path\Altiris\eXpress\Notification Server\NSCap\EvtQueue
Component Services

When Notification Server is installed, some of its components are registered as COM+/MTS components. These components can be found on Windows 2000 by opening Component Services, then navigating to Computers > My Computer > COM+ Applications > AeXNS > Components.

Running these components in Component Services forces the components to run in the same process (AeXNS) and gives you the ability to shut them down. This also gives Notification Server a security context which is required when it is communicating with the Notification Server database. These

components are installed as part of the identity that is set up during the installation of Notification

Server.

To shut down the AeXNS package

Note This kills the AeXNS package process. Any time the computer needs to, it will restart the AeXNS package.

• On Windows NT

1 Click Start > Programs > Windows NT 4.0 Option Pack > Microsoft Transaction Server

2 Navigate to the AeXNS package (Microsoft Transaction Server > Computers > Packages Installed).

3 Right click on AeXNS, then click Shut Down.

• On Windows 2000

1 Start Component Services (Start > Programs > Administrative Tools > Component Services).

2 Navigate to the AeXNS package (Computers > My Computer > COM+ Applications).

3 Right click on AeXNS, then click Shut Down.

Some AeXNS components are Configuration Providers and Event Handlers. Event Handler components correspond to Event Handlers found in Notification Policies. 

The AeXNSEHPkgSvr.1 component is an Event Handler component.

Configuration Provider components query the Notification Server database and give the found configuration information to policies. A policy can either define static configuration (some text inside the XML or XML itself), or dynamic configuration (a COM object that is asked to retrieve configuration. This dynamic configuration is called a Configuration Provider). 

The AeXNSCPPkgSvr.1 component is a Configuration Provider component.

AeXNSAdmin.1 

The main components that let you import new items into the system (new policies). These handle many operations you do through the solutions tree in the Web Administration Console such as cloning items, cloning reports and policies, and exporting and importing items. They also handle many internal support functions such as updating collections.

AeXNSCollection.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSCollectionTemplate.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSCPPkgSvr.1 

This is a Configuration Provider component. When a Package Server requests its configuration from the Notification Server, this Configuration Provider retrieves a list of packages from the Notification Server database that the Package Server needs to download.

AeXNSDataLoader.1 

Loads inventory and events into the Notification Server database.
AeXNSEHPkgSvr.1 

This is an Event Handler component. It handles Package Server events.

AeXNSEventProcessor.1 

Receives events from the NS Dispatcher Service.

AeXNSGauge.1 

Not used at this time.

AeXNSGaugeTemplate.1 

Not used at this time.

AeXNSPackage.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSPackageTemplate.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSPolicy.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSPolicyTemplate.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSReport.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSReportRun.1 

Stores saved reports. If you run a report and save it or schedule a report so that it gets run, it gets saved by this component.

AeXNSReportTemplate.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSSiteManagement.1 

Forwards inventory to another Notification Server. See “Inventory Forwarding” on page 75.

AeXNSSolution.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSSolutionGroup.1 

COM components that manage the corresponding XML items that are imported into your system. They can load and save themselves to the database, etc.

AeXNSWatchMgr.1 

Manages the list of operations that are currently active. If anything is taking too long, there is a monitoring thread in the Receiver Service that will restart this package automatically.

AeXPkgManager.1 

Runs on the back end and checks that all the packages that the Notification Server is serving up are resynchronized on a periodic basis.

XmlScript.1 

Component that is used to support VB Script and Jscript inside the Notification Server (at the back end).

XmlScriptSite.1 

Component that is used to support VB Script and Jscript inside the Notification Server (at the back end).

